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pected to  be  permitted. 
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JAPAN  USES  MORE 
U.S.  TOBACCO 

In  i960,  factory  consumption  of  U.S.  leaf  tobacco  by  the  Japan 
Monopoly  Corporation  totaled  12. h  million  pounds,  compared  with  10.6 
million  in  1959         only  8.8  million  in  1958. 

Sales  of  major  Japanese  cigarette  brands  containing  U.S.  leaf  rose 
substantially  last  year.    Sales  of  Peace,  a  brand  containing  25  percent 
U.S.  flue-cured,  rose  to  1^.7  billion  pieces  in  i960 — up  ik  percent  from 
the  12.9  billion  sold  in  1959*    Sales  of  Hope,  which  contain  15  percent 
U.S.  flue-cured,  rose  to  1,067  million  pieces  in  i960  from  979  million 
in  1959*    Hi-Lite  and  AAA-both  introduced  in  mid-1960--had  substantial 
sales  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  totaling  2,399  million  pieces 
and  2,891  million,  respectively.    Hi-Lite  is  a  filter-tipped  brand  con- 
taining 7  percent  U.S.  flue -cured  and  3  percent  U.S.  burley.    AAA  con- 
tains 15  percent  U.S.  flue-cured.    More  Fuji  cigarettes  were  sold  in 
i960  than  in  the  previous  year.    Hikari  and  Pearl,  however,  both  had  a 
smaller  volume  than  in  1959* 

CIGARETTES:    Japan,  sales  of  brands  containing  U.S.  tobacco 


Brand  |      1958       |      1959       j  i960 


:  Million  Million  Million 

:  pieces  pieces  pieces 

Peace  :  11,321  12,897  1^,703 

AAA  1/   :  —  —  2,891 

Hikari  :  ^,78*1  3,687  2,^83 

Hi-Lite  1/   :  —  —  2,399 

Pearl  :  2,178  2,250  2,08l 

Hope  :  565  979  1,067 

Fuji  ;  2k0  208  252 


l/  Placed  on  sale  in  mid-1960. 

In  i960,  sales  of  all  cigarettes  in  Japan  were  119.8  billion  pieces — 
up  8  percent  from  the  110. 7  billion  smoked  in  1959*    Further  gains  are 
expected  in  I96I,  particularly  in  the  major  existing  brands  containing 
U.S.  tobacco.    Cigarette  manufacturing  capacity  will  be  increased  in 
1961,  mainly  by  enlarging  existing  facilities. 

FLUE -CURED -TOBACCO  SALES 
OPEN  IN  RHODESIA 

Auction  sales  of  1961-crop  flue-cured  tobacco  opened  in  Salisbury 
on  March  ih.    Prices  during  the  first  3  days  averaged  the  equivalent  of 
38.1  U.S.  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  27.7  cents  in  the  first  week 
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a  year  ago.  A  total  of  2.6  million  pounds  were  sold  in  the  first  week  this 
year,  compared  with  2.9  million  a  year  ago. 

The  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  expects  a  record  crop  this 
year- -probably  at  least  235  million  pounds,  compared  with  222  million  in 
I960. 

SWISS  IMPORT 
MORE  TOBACCO 

Swiss  duty-paid  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  i960  rose  8  per- 
cent over  1959*    In  I960,  imports  totaled  3O.3  million  pounds,  compared 
with  28.1  million  in  the  previous  year. 

The  U.S.  share  in  the  Swiss  import  market  was  kk.O  percent  in  i960, 
compared  with  U3.U  percent  in  1959 •    Duty-paid  imports  of  U.S.  leaf  were 
13.3  million  pounds  in  i960  and  12.2  million  in  1959.    Aside  from  the 
United  States,  major  suppliers  in  i960,  in  order  of  importance,  were: 
Brazil,  Greece,  Italy,  Turkey,  and  Indonesia. 

Leaf  imports  for  cigarette  manufacture  totaled  20.7  million  pounds 
last  year,  with  the  United  States  supplying  11.1  million.    Other  suppliers 
included  Greece,  Italy,  and  Turkey. 

TOBACCO,  UMANUFACTURED •     Switzerland,  duty-paid  imports 
by  country  of  origin,  1958-60 


Country  of  origin  j      1958       j      1959  i960 


:      1,000  1,000  1,000 

:      pounds  pounds  pounds 


United  States  :  12,661  12,189  13,333 

Brazil  :  U,l67  3,929  3,^55 

Greece  :  2,383  2,5!+0  2,9^3 

Italy  :  2,0kk  2,088  2,^07 

Turkey  :  2,136  2,  tiki  2,251 

Indonesia  :  1,287  1,310  1,382 

Dominican  Republic  :  838  8l8  752 

Cuba  :  ^67  kfk  k^2 

Rhode  sias -Nyasaland  :  298  322  k2<? 

India  :  17*+  196  1^1 

Others  :  1,785  2,169  2,770 


Total  :      28,2^0  28,076  30,311 


AUSTRIAN  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
SMALLER  LAST  YEAR 

Austrian  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  dropped  to  16.5  million 
pounds  in  1960--down  13  percent  from  1959 • 
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The  U.S.  share  in  the  market  was  12  percent  in  1960,  compared  with  18 
percent  in  1959* 

Big  gains  were  recorded  last  year  in  imports  from  Greece,  Bulgaria,  and 
Poland.    These  were  more  than  offset,  however,  by  smaller  purchases  from  Turkey, 
Brazil,  the  United  States,  and  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland. 
Imports  from  Spain  totaled  882,000  pounds  in  1959,  "but  none  in  i960. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Austria,  imports  by  country  of  origin,  I958-6O 


•  •  • 

Country  of  origin  ]  1958  \       1959  \  i960 

:  1,000  1,000  1,000 

:  pounds  pounds  pounds 


United  States  :  6,969  3,^02  2,Ckl 

Greece  :  5,758  3,17^  ^9C& 

Bulgaria  :  1,213                 992  1,76!+ 

India  :  1,605  1,138  1,570 

Poland  j  ---                  596  1,^65 

Turkey  :  2,20^  2,983  83I+ 

Yugoslavia  :  Klk                375  772 

Brazil  :  1,397  1,9^2  533 

Rhodesias -Nyasaland  :  1+03                 1+07  31 

Spain  :  ---  882 

Others  :  2,609  2,961  2,536 


Total  :'      22,572  18,852  16,1+50 


NORWAY'S  TOBACCO  CONSUMPTION 
SHOWS  SLIGHT  GAIN 

Norwegian  consumption  of  factory-made  cigarettes  in  i960  totaled  1,1+59 
million  pieces--a  rise  of  2.7  percent  from  1959  and  a  new  record. 

Sales  of  smoking  tobacco  also  increased  in  1960--to  6.9  million  pounds 
from  6.6  million  in  1959*    At  least  half  of  the  smoking  tobacco  is  used  in 
"roll-your-own"  cigarettes. 

Slightly  larger  sales  were  recorded  for  chewing  tobacco  last  year, 
snuff  consumption  was  lower  than  in  1959,  and  cigar  sales  were  the  same  as 
in  the  previous  year. 

DANISH  BUTTER  EXPORTS 
SAME  AS  IN  1959 

In  i960,  Denmark  exported  260  million  pounds  of  butter- -the  same 
quantity  as  in  1959* 
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The  principal  market  last  year  was  again  the  United  Kingdom,  which 
took  86  percent  of  "butter  exports,  compared  with  82  percent  in  1959. 
Shipments  to  France  and  West  Germany  were  considerably  smaller  than  in 
1959- 

In  i960,  exports  of  167  million  pounds  of  cheese  were  down  k 
percent--the  first  decline  in  several  years.    The  drop  was  reportedly 
due  mainly  to  stronger  competition  from  the  Netherlands  in  West  Germany. 

CHILE  INCREASES  EXPORTS 
OF  FISH  MEAL  AND  OIL 

In  i960,  Chile  exported  a  record  volume  of  fish  meal  and  its  first 
sizable  tonnage  of  fish  oil. 

Fish  meal  exports  in  i960  exceeded  31,000  short  tons --an  increase 
of  60  percent  from  1959'    Two -thirds  of  i960  exports  went  to  the  United 
States.    Exports  "by  destination  from  195^-  through  i960  are  as  follows: 


Year  United  States  Western  Europe  Other  Total 
----------  Short  tons  ---------- 

195^  66  1,^63  ---  1,529 

1955  5;9l8  3,621  —  9,539 

1956  1,188  3,326  ---  k-,5ik 

1957  1,160  3,696  ill  ^,967 

1958  6,958  2,k2k  950  10,332 

1959  7,159  10,000  1,903  19,062 

1960  20,971  9,928  136  31,035 


Chile  exported  substantial  quantities  of  fish  oil  in  i960  for  the 
first  time.    Shipments  this  year  totaled  6,858  tons,  compared  with  only 
65  in  1959*    Virtually  all  of  i960  exports  went  to  Western  Europe, 
principally  to  the  United  Kingdom,  West  Germany,  and  Norway. 

LUANDA  MELL0WNER 
LIKES  U.S.  WHEAT 

American  wheat  has  passed  an  acceptance  test  in  Luanda,  Angola. 

The  owner  of  a  new  flour  mill,  after  using  his  first  shipment  of  U.S. 
wheat,  is  willing  to  continue  with  the  same  grade  and  mixture — if  the 
Junta  de  Exportacao  dos  Cerais  (Cereals  Export  Board)  will  approve  the 
imports.    Before  the  new  mill  opened,  most  of  Angola's  wheat  imports  were 
in  the  form  of  flour,  averaging  1^,700  metric  tons  from  195^-  through  1959* 
Over  7°  percent  were  from  the  United  States. 

The  Junta  will  continue  to  buy  wheat  abroad  through  importers  who 
can  meet  its  standard  of  quality  and  offer  a  competitive  price. 
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PERU'S  FISH  OIL  EXPORTS 
MAY  REACH  ALLTIME  HIGH 

If  Peruvian  fish  oil  production  in  1961  reaches  67,000  short  tons,  as 
tentatively  forecast,  almost  60,000  tons  will  be  available  for  export  this 
year. 

Exports  of  a  record  38,58^  tons  in  i960  were  twice  the  previous  re- 
cord of  18,921  tons  in  1959  and  7  times  the  5,503-ton  average  of  1955 
through  1959".    Data  on  i960  exports  by  destination  are  not  available.  In 
prior  years,  however,  Western  Europe  received  practically  all  of  Peru's 
fish  oils.    Production  and  exports  from  1955  through  i960  were  as  follows: 

Year  Production  Exports 

_____  Short  tons  ----- 


1955 

1,351* 

102 

1956 

3,338 

1,897 

1957 

8,W 

^781 

1958 

11,322 

1,811 
18,921 
38,58^ 

1959 

26,120 

i960 

Ml,  000 

The  rapid  rise  in  exports  reflects  a  similar  increase  in  production. 
Domestic  consumption  has  increased  but  more  slowly  than  exports.    In  i960, 
consumption  is  estimated  at  about  8,000  tons  against  1,200  in  1955 • 

MEXICAN  WINTER  VEGETABLE  SHIPMENTS 

Between  March  1  and  March  15,  Mexican  winter  vegetables  and  fruit 
crossed  the  border  at  Nogales,  Arizona,  in  the  following  quantities  (in 
thousands  of  pounds,  with  last  year's  shipments  in  parentheses):  canta- 
loupes, ho  (0);  cucumbers,  688  (206);  eggplant,  29^  (223);  peas,  998 
(1,139);  peppers,  799  (1,708);  squash,  38  (31);  snap  beans,  8ll  (ihQ); 
tomatoes,  22,927  (28,689);  watermelons,  klk  (95);  and  strawberries,  1  (0). 

ANGOLA'S  CATTLEMEN  FAVOR 
U.S.  BROWN  SWISS 

In  Angola,  cattlemen  feel  that  imports  of  U.S.  Brown  Swiss  should  be 
increased  and  imports  of  Red  Danish  cattle  should  be  curtailed. 

\ 

Records  of  the  Nova  Lisboa  Livestock  Station,  which  compare  breeding 
abilities  of  cattle,  have  strongly  influenced  opinions. 

Many  plantation  owners,  owing  to  low  coffee  prices,  have  begun  to 
acquire  cattle  and  dairy  herds.    Angola's  coffee  is  principally  sold  to 
the  United  States. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  DRIED  FRUIT  PACK 
MAY  BE  SMALLER  IN  I96I 

The  I96I  South  African  dried  fruit  pack  is  believed  to  be  the  small- 
est since  1957 • 

Exceptionally  hot,  dry  weather  and  a  renewed  outbreak  of  codling 
moth  adversely  affected  fresh  fruit  production.    Dried  prunes  and  apri- 
cots will  show  the  sharpest  declines.     Some  decrease  is  also  indicated 
for  raisins. 


DRIED  FRUIT:     South  African  production, 
1959,  I960,  and  estimated  1961 


Type 


1959 


I960 


Estimated 
1961 


Dried  vine  fruit: 

Currants  

Sultanas  

Sultanas,  bleached. 
Thompson  seedless., 
Raisins  Muscat. 
Other  raisins  


Total  , 

Dried  tree  fruit: 

Apricots  

Peaches  

Pears  

Prunes  

Others . ........ 


Total. ...... 

Grand  total. 


Short 
tons 

9hk 

1,357 
52i+ 

2,275 
1,932 
193 


7,225 


1,313 

825 
351 

2,0^3 

213 


^,7^5 


11,970 


Short 

tons 

1,222 
6,962 


Q,lQk 


1,318 
1,208 

129 
1,960 

136 


^,751 


12,935 


Short 
tons 

1,000 
6,600 


7,600 


800 
1,000 

200 
1,100 

200 


3,300 


10,600 


Exports  (in  short  tons)  during  1959-60  were  as  follows:    dried  apri- 
cots, 1,2^6;  dried  peaches,  363,°  dried  prunes,  150;  dried  currants,  122; 
raisins,  2,Yjh'}  and  dried  fruit  salad,  908.     Considerable  reduction  in 
the  export  of  each  is  likely  for  196O-6I. 


BRAZIL  TRIES  TO  EXPAND 
ITS  COFFEE  MARKET 


Brazil  would  like  to  expand  its  coffee  trade  with  European  countries. 
A  rahter  extensive  promotional  campaign  was  recently  concluded  in  Italy, 
and  a  study  will  be  made  of  trade  possibilities  with  East  Germany. 

To  prevent  coffee  sumggling,  the  government  on  March  6,  authorized 
the  establishment  of  a  commission  to  inventory  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
the  country's  coffee  stocks. 
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AUSTRALIAN  RAISIN  PACK 
SLIGHTLY  LARGER 


The  I96I  Australian  raisin  pack — consisting  of  sultanas  and  lexias — 
will  amount  to  69,100  short  tons,  according  to  the  first  official  esti- 
mate of  the  Australian  Dried  Fruits  Export  Control  Board. 

This  figure  is  k  percent  above  the  66,^00  tons  produced  in  i960  but 
8  percent  below  the  195^-58  yearly  average  of  75,200  tons. 

The  breakdown  between  sultanas  and  lexias  (in  short  tons) 

is  as  follows : 


item       j  illk%   ;    1960    ;  1961 

Lexias  :         9,300  10,500  8,100 

Sultanas  :       65,900  55,900  61,000 

Total  :1±L  ;       75.200  66,^00  69,100 

The  Board  has  made  the  following  preliminary  export  allocations  of 
sultanas  (in  short  tons)  for  I96I: 

United  Kingdom  19,600-20,200 

Canada  15,700 

New  Zealand   5,000 

Japan   600 

Europe  and  Ireland   2,200 

Other  markets   1,700 


On  the  basis  of  these  approximate  allocations  and  estimated  do- 
mestic requirements  of  lU,000  short  tons,  a  reserve  of  about  2,000  long 
tons  will    be  available  for  increased  sales  to  any  of  the  above  export 
markets.    These  allocations  are  subject  to  the  current  estimate  of  the 
sultana  pack  being  realized. 


MEXICO  REDUCES  EXPORT  TAX 
ON  OIL  OF  LIME 


On  March  27,  Mexico  reduced  the  official  price  upon  which  the  ad 
valorem  export  tax  is  calculated  for  several  customs  classifications  of 
oil  of  lime. 

The  price  on  all  (l)  nonquota  lime  oil  exported  in  tin  containers 
reinforced  by  wood  and  (2)  other  lime  oil,  within  or  without  the  quota, 
was  reduced  from  Ps  92.50  to  Ps  83. 05  per  gross  kilogram. 

Essential  lime  oil  exports  packed  in  tin  reinforced  by  wood  and  with- 
in the  quota  will  pay  no  export  tax .    The  reduced  tax  may  encourage  lime 
oil  exports,  which  have  been  small  recently. 
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U.S.  SHARE  OF  U.K.  LARD 
MARKET  DROPS  IN  JANUARY 


In  January,  U.K.  lard  imports  were  2k  percent  less  than  in  January  i960. 
The  U.S.  share  was  67  percent,  compared  with  85  a  year  ago. 

A  ^0-percent  drop  in  imports  from  the  United  States  and  smaller  ship- 
ments from  Canada  and  the  Netherlands  more  than  offset  increases  from  each 
other  major  supplier.    The  drop  in  imports  from  the  United  States  reflects 
the  substantial  supply  decline  and  price  uptrend  in  the  United  States, 
which  began  about  a  year  ago  and  accelerated  in  January.     Output  has  also 
increased  in  major  European  countries. 

The  United  Kingdom  is  still  the  leading  foreign  market  for  U.S.  lard 
as  the  decline  in  shipments  to  Cuba  continues. 

LARD:    U.K.  imports,  by  country  of  origin,  and  percentage  of  total, 

January  i960  and  1961 


Origin 

January  i960 

'.      January  1961 

'  Quantity 

I  Percent 
\ of  value 

: Quantity 

j  Percent 
\ of  value 

:  1,000 

1,000 

:  pounds 

Percent 

pounds 

Percent 

8^.7 

21,11+7 

66.9 

 :  3,935 

9.5 

6,876 

21.8 

81 

.2 

86^ 

2.7 

 :  1,126 

2.7 

1,610 

5.1 

1.7 

655 

2.1 

•  9 

56 

.2 

 :  22 

lk6 

.5 

 :  116 

.3 

2k0 

.7 

100.0 

31, 59^ 

100.0 

U.S.  Packers  Provisions  Agent's  Committee. 


BELGIUM  WILL  LIBERALIZE 
COMMON  MARKET  MEAT  TRADE 


On  May  10,  Belgium  will  remove  import  quotas  on  beef,  veal,  and  pork 
from  other  Common  Market  countries. 

This  action  is  in  accordance  with  the  Common  Market  Treaty  on  progres- 
sive liberalization  of  intra  community  trade.    The  government,  however, 
counteracted  the  step  by  placing  a  license  tax  on  meat  imports  as  a  protec- 
tion against  abnormal  price  fluctuations  resulting  from  importations. 
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The  United  States  exported  1,007,772  pounds  of  variety  meats  to 
Belgium  in  i960,  compared  with  1,90^,^05  pounds  in  1959 • 

NEW  ZEALAND  WILL  SHIP 
MEAT  TO  U.S. 

Seven  ships  are  scheduled  to  sail  from  New  Zealand  by  May  3  with 
19,712,000  pounds  of  meat  for  the  United  States.    The  vessels,  sailing 
dates,  and  destinations  are  as  follows: 


Ship  :    Sailing  date     :  Destination  l/  :  Quantity 


• 

1,000 

pounds 

13 

West  Coast 

1,120 

15 

do. 

hkQ 

.  :  do. 

26 

do. 

2,016 

. :  do. 

28 

do. 

2,2l+0 

22 

East  Coast 

6,9hk 

28 

do. 

1,568 

3 

do. 

5,376 

URUGUAY  TO  EXPORT  MORE 
HIDES,  SKINS,  AND  WOOL 

Uruguay  recently  reduced  the  export  retention  tax  on  dried,  salted, 
and  pickled  hides  and  skins  to  5  percent  ad  valorem. 

This  rate  can  legally  range  between  5  and  50  percent.    Reduction  to 
the  legal  minimum  is  an  effort  to  stimulate  exports  of  stocks  accumulated 
during  sluggish  market  conditions  of  the  past  k  months. 

Slaughterers  began  the  first  full-scale  operations  of  the  I96I  season 
on  March  6.    Meat,  hide,  and  skin  export  supplies  should  increase  in  the 
next  several  months.     In  mid -March,  a  major  slaughterhouse  spokesman 
stated  that  slaughter  steer  prices  would  have  to  drop  from       to  cents 
per  pound  for  chilled  or  frozen  beef  exports  to  be  profitable  and  en- 
able increased  livestock  slaughter.    However,  the  tax  reduction  on  hides 
and  an  improvement  in  the  export  price  of  chilled  and  frozen  beef  (to  a- 
bout  18  cents  per  pound)  are  expected  to  offset  any  restrictive  effect 
on  slaughter  because  of  a  cost-profit  squeeze  on  slaughterers. 

April  wool  exports  are  expected  to  gain  from  the  seasonally  low 
March  level.    All  mid-March  stocks--about  66  million  pounds--are  expected 
to  be  sold  by  early  May.    Exports  in  January  and  February  were  the  high- 
est for  that  period  in  several  years. 
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MORE  AUSTRALIAN  BEEF 
EN  ROUTE  TO  U.S. 

Four  ships  left  Australia  with  5,703,220  pounds  of  frozen  beef  for 
the  United  States.  The  vessels,  sailing  dates,  and  destinations  are  as 
follows : 


Ship  :  Sailing  date      :  Destination  l/  "  Quantity 


:  pounds 

Orsova  :  February  26         Los  Angeles  89,600 

Ellen  Bakke  :  March  6               Los  Angeles  89,600 

:  San  Francisco  33,600 

:  Seattle  1^5,600 

Belgian  Reefer  :  do.    8               New  York  3,2^5,760 

:  Philadelphia  llA,U20 

:  Boston  k63,6BO 

:  Chicago  33,600 

New  Orleans  237,^0 

City  of  Sydney  :  do.  11                New  York  880,320 

:  Philadelphia  96,320 
 :  Boston  273.280 


l/  Cities  listed  indicate  location  of  purchaser  and  usually  the  port 
of  arrival  and  general  market  area,  but  the  meat  may  be  diverted  to 
tohter  areas  for  sale. 

Additional  loadings  of  33,600  pounds  on  the  Antarctic  Ocean  and 
20,160  pounds  on  the  Patonga    are  destined  for  New  York  (Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  April  3,  I96I). 

U.S.  IMPORTS  FEWER 
CANADIAN  CATTLE 

In  the  first  11  weeks  of  I96I,  U.S.  imports  of  feeder  and  slaughter 
cattle  from  Canada  were  52  percent  below  the  corresponding  period  of 
I960. 

Canada  shipped  22,218  head  of  dutiable  cattle  to  the  United 'States 
from  January  1  through  March  16,  I96I.  During  the  same  period  of  i960, 
Kh,5kh  head  were  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

Much  of  the  decrease  can  be  attributed  to  higher  prices  and  in- 
creased demand  in  Canada.     Somewhat  lower  prices  for  feeder  cattle  in 
the  United  States  in  early  1961  made  the  U.S.  market  less  attractive  for 
the  sale  of  Canadian  cattle. 
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U.S.  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED 
EXPORTS  UP  59  PERCENT 

From  July  i960  through  January  I96I,  U.S.  exports  of  grass  and  legume 
seeds  amounted  to  1+6,383,000  pounds --an  increase  of  59  percent  over  the 
29,129,000  exported  in  the  corresponding  period  last  year.     "Other"  grass 
seed  exports  reached  a  record-breaking  level. 

Heavy  shipments  went  to  Western  Europe,  with  France,  Italy  and  West 
Germany  having  already  received  larger  quantities  than  during  the  entire 
1959-60  crop  year. 

GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED:    U.S.  exports,  January  196l, 
with  comparisons 


Kind  of  seed  !  Jj^^y  ;  July  1-January  31 

'.    i960    '.    1961     !  1959-60   !  1960-61 


:  1,C00  1,000  1,000  1,000 

:  pounds         pounds         pounds  pounds 

Alfalfa,  certified  :  1,296  1,188  3,782  U,128 

Alfalfa,  uncertified  :  1,025  1,059  3,272  2,1+92 


Total  :  2,321  2,2V?  7,0^1+  6,620 

Alsike  :  39  22  300  55 

Ladino  :  231  93  1,067  1,129 

Clovers,  other  :  352  190  2,62*+  5,210 

Bentgrass    :  81+2  369  2,976  1,8^9 

Fescues  :  671  805  3,275  5,078 

Kentucky  bluegr ass  :  127  87  276  726 

Orchardgrass  :  2k  ik  92  ikk 

Redtop  :  17  2^8  260  1,327 

Timothy  :  96^  157  2,163  2,581+ 

Grasses,  other  :  2,061  1,929  9,0^2  21,661 


Total  :    7,61+9  6,161        29,129  ^6,383 


IRAN  RESTRICTS 
TEA  IMPORTS 

Effective  March  21,  Iran  will  import  tea  only  from  tea-producing 
countries  with  which  it  has  trade  agreements. 

Of  the  12,321  metric  tons  imported  between  March  1958  and  March  1959, 
6,516  came  from  Ceylon  and  5,528  from  India— a  total  of  12,0kk.  Neither 
country  has  a  trade  agreement  with  Iran.    Delegations  from  these  countries, 
however,  are  expected  to  visit  Tehran  for  trade  negotiations  with  Iranian 
government  officials. 
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CHILEAN  DRIED  PRUNE  PACK 
SAME  SIZE  AS  LAST  YEAR'S 

Chile's  1961  dried  prune  pack  is  estimated  at  about  5,500  short  tons, 
or  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.    Beginning  stocks,  April  1,  I96I,  were 
forecast  at  900  tons. 

Dried  prune  exports  have  averaged  about  3,300  tons  during  1959  and 
i960.    Western  Europe  is  the  major  market  for  Chilean  dried  prunes,  and  in 
i960  the  principal  "buyers  were  Denmark,  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  the 
Netherlands . 

ARGENTINE  WHEAT  EXPORTS  UP; 
CORN  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Argentine  wheat  exports  during  the  first  7  months  of  the  I96O-61  sea- 
son totaled  1.!+  million  metric  tons--up  about  h2  percent  from  the  960,000 
of  the  previous  year. 

Most  of  the  increase  was  made  in  larger  shipments  to  South  America — 
Brazil  (68^,000  tons,  up  199,000);  Chile  (125,000  tons,  up  75,000);  and 
Peru  (115,000  tons,  up  6l,000). 

Exports  to  Italy  and  the  United  Kingdom  were  slightly  larger  than  a 
year  earlier;  U^,000  tons  went  to  Spain,  compared  with  none  the  year  before. 
In  contrast,  exports  to  West  Germany  were  3!+, 000  tons  less  than  the  113,000 
shipped  the  previous  season. 

Corn  exports  totaled  1.2  million  tons—down  *+l  percent  from  July- 
January  1959-60.    Major  markets  for  corn  were  Italy  (568,000  tons,  down 
1^7,000  from  the  corresponding  period  last  year),  and  the  Netherlands 
(205,000,  down  203,000). 

Other  markets  taking  considerably  less  were  Belgium-Luxembourg,  down 
113,000  tons;  the  United  Kingdom,  down  173,000;  and  Japan,  down  65,000. 

Exports  of  rye  and  otas  were  up  59,000  and  99,000  tons,  respectively, 
resulting  mostly  from  larger  shipments  to  Italy.    Barley  exports  were 
38,000  tons  less  than  last  year,  with  smaller  shipments  to  West  Germany, 
but  larger  exports  to  Italy.    Exports  of  sorghums  were  63,000  tons  less 
than  a  year  earlier  due  mainly  to  smaller  shipments  to  the  Netherlands. 

Recent  wheat  production  estimates  for  i960  place  total  production  at 
55  million  bushels  below  the  previous  year.    With  the  large  sales  thus  far 
this  year,  total  export  availabilities  will  be  substantially  smaller  and 
shipments  are  expected  to  be  below  1959-60. 

In  contrast,  corn  production  is  expected  to  be  substantially  larger 
and  exports  are  expected  to  increase  in  the  near  future. 
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Country  of 
destination 


Wheat 


Rye 


Corn 


Oats 


Barley  : Sorghums :  Total 


July- January  1959-60: 

United  States   

Canada   

Brazil   

Chile   

Paraguay   

Peru  

Uruguay   

Austria   

Belgium-Luxembourg 

Denmark   

France   

West  Germany   

Italy   

Netherlands   

Sweden   

Switzerland   

United  Kingdom 

Japan   

Lebanon   


Metric 
tons 


485,298: 
50,000 
46,220 
54,325 
10,870 

10,335 
1,125 
K,760 
112,812 
35,632 
47,025 

1,950 
70,171: 


Metric 
tons 


500 
6,629 
1,172 

200 

15,123 
1,098 
5,506 
1,200 

1,024 


:  — 


19,015 


Metric 
tons  : 

1,657 


2,210 
840 

3,135 
197,182: 

2,188 

2,890 
123,0a 
715,839 
408,387 

3,650 
13,946 
256,154 
205,227 


Total  :  959,538 


July- January  1960-61: 

United  States   

Canada   

Barbados   

Bolivia   

Brazil   

Chile   

Paraguay   

Peru  

Uruguay   

Austria   

Belgium-Luxembourg 

Denmark   

France   

West  Germany   

Italy   

Netherlands   

Portugal   

Spain   

Sweden   

Switzerland   

United  Kingdom 

Japan   

Lebanon   

North  Africa   

South  Africa   


500 
684,431 
125,093 
49,366 
114,526 

4,200 
U,604 


:  — 


32,452  :1,936,346 


49 


:  — 


Metric 
tons 


2,454 


2,001 

1,145 
3,500 

13,091 
7,840 
11,138 

700 


Metric 
tons 


6,143 


7,985 


96,444 
9,238 
3,863 


:  Metric 
:  tons 


75 


: 


150 
:  19,142 
4,840 

6,700 
2,268 
:  62,962 
:  235 

8,056 


:  1,350 


41,869:125,023 


:  Metric 
:  tons 

i  1,657 
:  75 
1  493,895 
:  50,000 
46,220 
56,535 
22,196 
9,914 
228,976 
11,853 
17,650 
367,211 
771,915 
538,881 
5,085 
16,596 
335,405 
205,227 
20,365 


104,428  :3, 199,656 


79,070 
65,452 
45,004: 
10,310: 
43,934* 
500: 
2,330 
79,827 


46,131 


—  : 

7,345 
1,620 
325 

7,250 
60,592 
1,000 


13, 149 


—  : 


:  — 


Total  :1, 365, 278  :  91,281  :1, 150, 646:  140,038 


8,729 
965: 
83,628: 
725: 
10,621: 
43,784: 
568,227: 
205,167: 


850 
4,200 
81,336: 
139,837 

2,528 


3,517 
5,350: 

—  : 
143: 
: 

2,300: 
14,325: 

~ —  s 

9,924: 

64,308: 
34,561: 
: 

1,300: 
4,310: 


: 

—  : 

—  : 

—  : 

: 

—  : 

—  : 

—  : 


100 
51 


32,733 
51,859 
1,665 


—  : 


:  — 


4,851 
1,900 

2,748 
2,5a 
19,469 


55 
200 
9,148 


736  : 
—  : 


24 


49 
100 
51 
500 
687,948 
130,443 
49,366 
114,526 
8,872 
12,510 
107,003 
17,275 
10,621 
175,509 
812,979 
306,866 
10,310 
43,934 
15,854 
11,040 
170,311 
139,837 
46,867 
2,528 
24 


86,993  :  a, 087  :  2,875,323 


Source:    El  Cereallsta 
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PORTUGAL  TO 
IMPORT  RICE 

Rice  supplies  in  Portugal  are  low,  and  the  government  is  permitting 
imports . 

In  mid-March,  Portugal  called  for  "bids  on  13,000  metric  tons  of  rice 
imports  in  the  I96O-6I  marketing  year  ( September -August ) .  The  types  pre- 
ferred are  brown  and  milled  rice  of  short  and  medium  grain  varieties. 

Supplies  are  below  needs  for  two  reasons.    A  small  crop  was  harvested 
in  i960,  and  stocks  were  low.    More  rice  per  capita  was  consumed  in 
1.959-60   because  supplies  of  other  commodities  were  reduced. 

Normally,  Portugal  raises  enough  rice  for  its  needs,  and  in  good  years 
it  has  exported  from  10,000  to  a  record  22,000  tons  in  1952.    The  i960 
harvest  was  lU6,300  tons  of  rough  rice  (100,000  tons  milled)--17,000  tons 
(11,000)  below  the  average  of  1955-59 •    A  near-record  acreage  was  planted, 
but  yields  were  reduced  by  adverse  weather. 

VENEZUELA  TIGHTENS  REQUIREMENTS 
ON  DRY  WHOLE  MILK  IMPORTS 

Effective  March  30,  Venezuelan  importers  of  dry  whole  milk  will  be 
required  to  purchase  one  unit  of  domestically  produced  dry  whole  milk  for 
every  2.5  units  imported  in  order  to  be  exempted  from  import  duty. 

CANADA  INCREASES  RICE  IMPORTS; 
U.S.  SHARE  DROPS 

Canada's  rice  imports  in  the  first  11  months  of  i960  increased  20  per- 
cent over  the  corresponding  period  of  1959* 

Imports  of  "uncleaned  and  paddy"  rice,  at  533>000  cwt.  (100  pounds), 
were  up  65,000  cwt.    The  ^03,000  cwt.  of  "cleaned"  rice  imported  were 
()h} 000  cwt.  above  those  in  January- November  1959* 

Rice  imports  from  the  United  States  were  30  percent  of  the  total,  com- 
pared with  3^-  in  "the  same  months  the  year  before.    Uruguay  and  Italy  were 
the  principal  sources  of  "uncleaned  and  paddy"  rice.    The  United  States, 
Mexico,  the  Netherlands,  and  Australia  were  the  other  principal  suppliers. 

Nearly  half  the  "cleaned"  rice  came  from  the  United  States.  Australia-- 
a  newcomer  in  the  trade--was  the  next  principal  source.    Previously,  no 
rice  was  imported  from  Australia,  but  16  and  15  percent  of  total  imports 
were  from  that  country  in  the  first  11  months  of  1959  and  i960,  respectively. 
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RICE:    Canada's  imports,  by  country  of  origin,  1957  "to  November  i960 


Country  of 
origin 


1957 


January-November 
1959      !  I960 


Cwt . 


Cwt . 


Cwt . 


Cwt . 


Cwt . 


Unc leaned  and  paddy:  : 

Argentina  :  151,067 

Australia  :  0 

Hungary  :  1,075 

Italy  :  63,550 

Mexico  :  ^0,938 

Netherlands  :  0 

Thailand  :  8,8oU 

United  States  :  122,0^7 

Uruguay  :  39,539 

Surinam  :  0 

Other  countries  :  16,357 

Total  :  M+3,377 

Cleaned:  : 

Argentina  :  110,115 

Australia  :  0 

Belgium  :  0 

Brazil  :  0 

Burma  :  0 

Communist  China  :  0 

Italy  :  1^,16^ 

Mexico  :  55,118 

Netherlands  :  2 , 398 

United  States  :  27^,577 

Uruguay  :  12,952 

Other  countries  :  12,900 

Total  :  1^82,22^ 

l/  h}kQ0  cwt.  from  Spain. 


216,296 
0 

87,009 
0 

33,267 
0 

k,k03 

160,639 
102,812 
0 
0 


0 

33,786 

0 

269,7^1+ 
12^,376 

0 
0 

1^0,116 

16,38^ 

0 
0 


0 

33,786 

0 

193,0^6 
113,335 

0 
0 

111,739 

16,38^ 

0 
0 


8^,291* 

0 

6^0 
0 

22,202 
0 

7,636 
35,972 

7,978 
191,088 
13,902 

^55 


55,337 
88,^39 
550 
0 
0 
0 

6,799 
0 

172,029 
0 

14-19 


55,337 

88^39 
500 

0 
0 
0 

5,867 

0 

7,83^ 

151,089 

0 

315 


0 

55,^29 

0 

107,668 

76,790 
73,193 

0 

91,189 

11^,211 
11,023 
3,^51 


60^,426     58!+,!+06     ^68,290     532, 95U 


22,197 
85,972 
15,^11 
0 

10,9^2 
W+,800 
19,518 
0 

3,76^ 
19^,077 
1,099 

1/  S977 


36^.167  ^qq^8i  ^2,757 


Source:    Trade  of  Canada. 

WEST  GERMANY  BIG  MARKET 
FOR  U.S.  POULTRY 


According  to  recently  published  West  German  statistics  for  i960,  the 
United  States  exported  to  Germany  nearly  79,000,000  pounds  of  frozen 
poultry,  worth  $21.5  million.    Almost  80  percent  of  the  exports  were  chick- 
ens and  turkeys,  19  percent  backs  and  necks,  and  the  remainder  ducks. 
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RAMIE  AND  KENAF  PRODUCTION 
TESTED  IN  CAMBODIA 

An  estimated  3*000  acres  of  ramie  and  experimental  areas  of  kenaf 
are  in  production  in  Cambodia. 

Ramie  is  yielding  about  550  pounds  per  acre.     Improved  varieties 
have  been  introduced  for  testing  and  do  well  on  river  bank  areas  and  up- 
lant  red  soils.    The  fiber  is  used  in  Cambodia  in  making  crude  ropes  and 
nets. 

Kenaf  has  done  well  in  all  test  locations,  but  no  commercial  quanti- 
ties are  grown  in  Cambodia.    Improved  disease-resisting  varieties  were 
brought  in  from  Japan,  Taiwan,  and  Vietnam.    Although  the  average  price 
is  less  than  that  of  jute  in  neighboring  countries,  the  fiber  yield  is 
higher.     Jute  has  been  grown  for  several  years,  and  commercial  plantings 
of  kenaf  are  planned  for  1961,  as  market  conditions  appear  favorable. 

SINGAPORE  EASES  RESTRICTIONS  ON 
CONDENSED  AND  NONFAT  DRY  MILK 

Singapore  recently  changed  its  food  and  drug  ordinance  to  permit 
the  manufacture  of  condensed  milk  and  the  importation  and  retail  sale  of 
nonfat  dry  milk. 

The  ordinance  requires  that  nonfat  dry  milk  have  certain  vitamins 
added  and  be  so  labeled  in  the  English,  Malay,  Chinese,  and  Tamil  lan- 
guages.    Previously,  imports  of  nonfat  milk  were  strictly  regulated  and 
for  industrial  use  only,  except  under  medical  supervision.     It  was  neces- 
sary to  color  the  product  except  when  used  in  food  manufacture. 

WEST  GERMANY  SEEKS 
BETTER  WHEAT  VARIETIES 

West  Germany  is  trying  to  develop  spring  and  winter  wheat  varieties 
that  can  be  milled  into  flour  with  better  baking  properties. 

To  stimulate  the  effort,  the  Federal  Ministry  for  Food,  Agriculture, 
and  Forestry  has  offered  a  $25,000  prize  for  the  best  new  variety  of 
spring  wheat  and  an  equal  prize  for  winter  wheat.    The  awards  will  be 
made  for  varieties    that  prove  to  be  equal  in  yield  and  superior  in  quali- 
ty to  existing  varieties. 

The  competition  is  apparently  designed  to  help  Germany  become  more 
independent  of  imports  of  foreign  "quality"  wheats.     In  the  past,  major 
sources  of  such  wheats,  needed  to  improve  the  baking  properties  of  domestic 
wheats,  have  been  the  United  States,  Canada,  Argentina,  and,  to  a  lesser 
extent,  the  U.S.S.R. 
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ISRAEL  GROWS  AND  USES 
MORE  COTTON 

Israeli  cotton  production  and  consumption  this  season  is  continuing 
the  steady  increase  that  has  occurred  each  year  since  the  first  commer- 
cial crop  in  195^-55 • 

The  I96O-6I  crop  is  estimated  at  ^9>000  bales  (500  pounds  gross )-- 
up  hh  percent  from  the  3^000  bales  grown  in  1959-60,  and  more  than 
double  average  annual  production  of  20,000  bales  in  the  past  5  seasons. 
Much  of  Israel's  larger  production  may  be  attributed  to  higher  yields,  a 
sharp  increase  in  acreage,  and  government  incentives  to  producers.  Acre- 
age rose  from  only  6, COO  acres  in  1955-56  to  above  25,000  this  season. 
Nearly  all  cotton  is  grown  under  sprinkler  irrigation.    Per  acre  yields 
are  extremely  high,  estimated  to  average  about  850  pounds  of  lint  this 
season. 

Further  increases  in  cotton  acreage  in  Israel  appear  to  be  defi- 
nitely limited  by  availability  of  land  and  water  for  irrigation.  Accord- 
ing to  the  country's  Cotton  Marketing  Board,  most  land  suitable  for  cot- 
ton growing  has  already  been  utilized.     It  would  be  unrealistic  to  expect 
large  yield  increases  from  the  present  high  level. 

Domestic  cotton  production  is  controlled  by  the  Cotton  Production 
and  Marketing  Board,  which  is  composed  of  government  officials,  and  cot- 
ton growers  and  processors.    The  Board  supervises  the  growing,  picking, 
and  marketing  of  the  entire  crop.    Government  subsidies  are  paid  to  pro- 
ducers in  amounts  equal  to  the  difference  between  the  fixed  price  to 
mills  and  a  predetermined  price  to  growers. 

Consumption  of  cotton  during  the  current  season  is  expected  to  ex- 
ceed by  about  10  percent  the  55>000  bales  used  in  1959-60,  and  to  continue 
the  sharp  uptrend  of  recent  years.    This  rise  in  consumption  is  a  reflec- 
tion of  increased  exports  of  cotton  products,  and  larger  domestic  offtake 
as  the  Israeli  people  experience  rising  living  standards. 

Because  of  larger  domestic  production,  Israel's  cotton  import  require- 
ments may  decline  from  the  27,000  bales  imported  last  season.    The  United 
States  usually  supplies  a  major  share  of  the  imports,  under  Public  Law  U80, 
although  substantial  quantities  are  sometimes  obtained  from  Greece  and 
Turkey  under  trade  agreements.     Israel,  however,  has  not  requested  a  P.  L. 
kQO  program    for  next  season,  and  attempts  probably  will  be  made  to  ob- 
tain most  or  all  of  the  cotton  requirements  from  countries  with  which 
Israel  has  bilateral  trade  agreements. 

Cotton  stocks  this  season  are  not  expected  to  change  greatly  from 
the  12,000  bales  on  hand  August  1,  i960. 
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FRENCH  USE  OF  OILSEED  MEAL 
DOWN  IN  I960 

In  France,  disappearance  of  oilseed  cake  and  meal  in  i960  declined  9 
percent  from  1959;  but  continued  above  the  1958  level.    Larger  disappearance 
in  1959  was  primarily  due  to  increased  feeding  because  of  drought. 

Production  of  oilseed  meals,  almost  all  from  imported  oilseeds,  reached 
a  record  518  thousand  metric  tons  in  196O--I3  percent  higher  than  the  year 
before.    The  increase  was  mainly  in  soybean  rneal,  which  more  than  tripled 
over  1958  and  more  than  doubled  over  1959*    Imports  of  soybeans  in  i960 
reached  a  record  195^567  metric  tons  (7»2  million  bushels),  92  percent  of 
which  were  from  the  United  States. 

Oilseed  meal  imports  were  down  3^-  percent  in  i960  from  1959  and  more 
than  offset  the  rise  in  production.    Soybean  meal  remained  the  most  impor- 
tant import  and  was  down  only  12  percent  from  1959*    Exports  in  i960  almost 
doubled  over  1959*    Belgium-Luxembourg,  the  Netherlands,  and  West  Germany 
were  the  major  outlets  for  meal  exports. 


FRANCE:    Supply  and  disappearance  of  oilseed  cake  and  meal 

annual,  1958  to  i960 


Item 

:  1958 

;  1959 

;  i960 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:rnetric  tons 

metric  tons 

metric  tons 

 ......  1+68 

k60 

518 

Irnjooi,"fcs  •«••••««•••&•• 

380 

283 

Su/p]ply 

8^0 

801 

 :  1)1 

h9 

83 

 :  667 

791 

2/  718 

l/  Nearly  all  from  imported  oilseeds . 

2/  Official  stock  figures  for  i960  indicate  net  stock  increase  of  ll+,200 
metric  tons.    Stock  data  not  available  for  previous  years. 


SWEDISH  DAIRY  EXPORTS  UP, 
IMPORTS  DOWN 

Sweden  increased  its  exports  of  dairy  products  in  i960  as  imports  de- 
clined. 

Exports  of  butter  rose  to  26.1  million  pounds  from  9*3  million  in 
1959*    Heaviest  shipments  were  made  to  East  Germany  (11.6  million  pounds) 
and  the  United  Kingdom  (9.6  million).    Exports  to  West  Germany  dropped  to 
2.8  million  from  7 ,k  million  in  1959 •     Imports  were  below  1959  levels. 
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Cheese  exports  were  down  about  20  percent  to  7-1  million  pounds. 
With  the  exception  of  Italy  and  Algeria,  most  of  Sweden's  traditional  out- 
lets took  smaller  quantities  of  cheese  in  i960.    Cheese  imports,  at  16.2 
million  pounds,  were  up  16  percent,  compared  with  1959*    The  principal  sup- 
pliers were  Denmark  (7«5  million  pounds),  the  Netherlands  (5.2  million), 
and  Finland,  (l.6  million). 

Dry  whole  milk  exports  declined  19  percent  to  6.1  million  pounds; 
imports  dropped  below  1959  levels.    Some  gains  were  made  in  the  export  of 
nonfat  dry  milk,  but  shipments  were  not  of  significant  proportions.  Non- 
fat dry  milk  imports  were  down  about  30  percent  to  699*000  pounds,  almost 
all  of  which  was  supplied  by  the  United  States.    The  importation  of  canned 
milk,  at  282,000  pounds,  was  practically  the  same  as  last  year's  purchases. 
The  principal  suppliers  were  the  Netherlands  and  Denmark. 

ANTARCTIC  WHALE  OIL 
REPORTED  SOLD 

About  2^2,500  short  tons  of  I96O-6I  Antarctic  whale  oil  production 
has  been  sold  by  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands,  Japan,  and  Norway. 

The  bulk  of  the  oil  was  sold  to  a  large  international  firm,  with  the 
remainder  going  to  several  Norwegian  hardening  plants.    The  reported  price 
was  ?i  73-10  per  metric  ton  ($186.38  per  short  ton),  an  increase  of  L  1 
($2.5^  per  short  ton)  over  the  price  reported  a  year  ago. 

According  to  estimates,  this  sale  will  represent  about  55  percent  of 
total  I96O-6I  production.    The  Antarctic  pelagic  expeditions  have  accounted 
for  about  85  percent  of  the  whale  oil  produced  in  the  last  2  seasons. 

The  entire  I96O-6I  Norwegian  production  of  11,57^-  short  tons  of 
sperm  oil  reportedly  has  been  sold. 

CANADIAN  SUNFLOWER  SUPPORT  UP  SLIGHTLY, 
EXTENDED  TO  ALBERTA 

According  to  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture,  the  support  price 
of  I96I  sunflower  seed  will  be  U.15  cents  per  pound  (h.2    U.S.  cents). 

The  support  will  apply  to  seed  grown  in  Manitoba  and  Alberta,  basis 
No.  1  grade,  delivered  to  the  crusher  for  oil  production.    Up  slightly 
from  the  i960  support  price  of  k.O  cents  per  pound,  this  year's  support 
is  approximately  96  percent  of  the  base  price  of  U.3  cents. 

This  is  the  first  year  of  government  support  for  sunflower  seed  grown 
in  Alberta;  heretofore  it  has  been  limited  to  producers  in  Manitoba.  In 
recent  years,  through  the  use  of  irrigation,  the  production  of  sunflower 
seed  in  Alberta  has  become  an  important  secondary  cash  crop.    Of  the  22 
million  pounds  of  sunflower  seed  produced  in  Canada  last  year,  Alberta 
accounted  for  6.8  million,  or  nearly  one-third  of  the  total. 
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ESTIMATE  REDUCED  FOR  SMALL 
GREEK  TABLE  OLIVE  PACK 

March  estimates  of  i960  Greek  table  olive  production  place  the  size  of 
this  year's  small  pack  "below  earlier  indications. 

The  Greek  trade  now  reports  this  year's  pack  at  20,000  short  tons — 
about  5> 000  below  the  official  estimate;  both  estimates  are  below  October 
estimates  of  22,000    and  32,600  tons,  respectively.    The  1959  and  1958 
production  figures  have  been  revised  and  are  now  carried  at  5^,000  and 
M+,000  tons,  respectively. 

TABLE  OLIVES:    Greece,  supply  and  distribution, 
marketing  years  1958-60 


'         Year  beginning  November  1 
Year  '  


1958      !     1959      '.  i960 


: Short  tons  Short  tons  Short  tons 

Supply:  : 

Beginning  stocks  :      7,800  7,000  9,000 

Production  :     1+4,000  54,000  20,000 

Imports  :    —   


Total  ;    51,800  61,000  29,000 

Distribution:  : 

Exports  :  11,900           21,000  \J  10,000 

Domestic  uses  2/  :  32,900           31,000  1/  17,000 

Ending  stocks  :      7,000  9,000  l/  2,000 

Total  :    51,800  61,000  29,000 

1/  Forecast. 

2/  Includes  waste  and  other  uses. 

Greek  trade  sources  report  that  table  olive  exports  in  the  I96O-61 
season  will  not  exceed  10,000  tons.    From  November  i960  through  February 
I96I,  exports  are  estimated  at  only  3,300  tons—about  half  of  shipments 
made  during  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year  when  exports  for 
the  entire  season  were  21,000  tons. 

Greek  table  olive  price  quotations,  f  .o.b.,  in  mid-March  1961  were  as 
follows : 


Size 

\ Green  olives 

„'  Black  olives 

:    Dol.  per 

:    short  ton 

Dol.  per 

short  ton 

:  ^35 

367 

1+72-1+81 
1+17 

2^0-260  
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Corresponding  prices  a  year  earlier  were  at  least  $90  per  ton  under 
these  prices.    Exports  prices  are  reported  firm  and  a  further  slight 
increase  might  occur. 

Trade  sources  indicated  that  March  1  stocks  of  exportable  grades  of 
table  olives  were  about  6,600  tons. 

U.S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
EASE  IN  FEBRUARY 

U.S.  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  totaled  8^5*000  running  bales  in 
February — Ik  percent  below  the  979*000  bales  shipped  in  January,  but 
slightly  above  February  i960  exports  of  839*000. 

Exports  during  the  first  7  months  (August -February)  of  the  I96O-6I 
season  amounted  to  ^,272,000  bales,  an  increase  of  6  percent  from  ship- 
ments of  ^,0^5,000  in  the  first  7  months  of  the  previous  season.    If  the 
rate  of  exports  shows  some  decline  in  the  remaining  months  of  the  season 
as  expected,  due  to  deferred  shipments  of  current-crop  cotton  and  rising 
prices,  total  exports  for  the  I96O-6I  season  will  approximate  6.5  million 
bales,  compared  with  7*2  million  in  1959-60. 

Comparable  figures  in  500-pound  gross  weight  bales  and  destinations 
of  the  August -February  I96O-61  exports  will  be  published  in  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets  when  available. 


PHILIPPINES  SEEKS  TO  CONTROL 
ILLEGAL  COPRA  TRADE 

Customs  collectors  in  principal  ports  of  the  Philippines  have  been 
mobilized  in  an  "all -out"  campaign  against  the  practice  of  "copra  over- 
shipments"  . 

Reportedly,  this  action  followed  receipt  of  information  from  2 
field  investigators  that  thousands  of  tons  of  copra  were  loaded  on  board 
2  ocean-going  vessels  in  the  south  without  the  necessary  exportation 
permits. 

At  the  same  time,  Philippines  officials  have  requested  assistance 
in  the  selection  and  appointment  of  cargo  surveyors  at  various  U.S. 
ports  of  discharge  to  examine  and  report  on  Philippine  copra  and  coconut 
oil  shipments.    The  above  actions  followed  a  general  worsening  of  the 
copra  trade  situation  from  November  i960  through  January  1961  when  over- 
shipments  increased  to  at  least  10,000  tons  monthly  to  the  United  States 
alone    (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  27,  19  6l) . 
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